
Continued page 2

4500 kip   TUESDAY MAY 12,  2015      ISSUE 106Â
The First National English Language Newspaper

Vientiane Times

Email: laoffimp@laotel.com, laoffair@laotel.com, laoffexp@laopdr.com, laoffexp@laotel.
com, phasavath.somphone@gmail.com, www.laopdr.com,  www.lao-freight.com

LAO FREIGHT FORWARDER CO., LTD

Authorized Cargo Agent for:
TG Thai Airways InternationalKm 3 Thadeua Road,  

Please contact us at: 

- offers transport, forwarding and packing of 
all kinds of  outgoing and incoming goods by 
overland, river, air and sea.

     -Worldwide Courier Express Service

ÍçÖéÅèÈ Öà× ÍçÖéÀàÌÁíÌÅ³Ã

Vientiane, Lao PDR. P.O. Box  3145 
(opposite French School )   
Tel:  313321, 313351, 314524, 315165, 313392 Fax: ( 856-21 ) 314831

Khonesavanh Latsaphao

The governments of the United 
States of America and the United 
Kingdom on Friday agreed to 
fund surveys and UXO clearance 
operations in Xieng Khuang 
province at a cost of more than 
US$3.8 million (over 30 billion 
kip).

The funding will support 
two projects run by the Mines 
Advisory Group (MAG). 

The first project will be 
funded by a grant of more than 
US$2.1 million (over 16 billion 
kip) from the US Department 
of State’s Office of Weapons 
Removal and Abatement (WRA) 
and a contribution of almost 
US$53,000 (over 428 million 
kip) from MAG Headquarters 
in the UK.   

As agreed with the National 
Regulatory Authority (NRA), 
Xieng Khuang province and 
district authorities, the funds 
will be used to survey and clear 
UXO in Xieng Khuang province 

over a period of 12 months, 
Country Director of MAG Laos 
Mr Simon Rea said at the signing 
ceremony.

MAG’s  WRA funded 
operations will undertake land 
release in 48 villages and 16 focal 
development areas.

The second project will be 
funded by a grant from the UK 
government’s Department for 
International Development of 
almost US$1.7 million (over 13 

billion kip) with a contribution 
of US$66,000 (over 534 million 
kip) from MAG Headquarters 
in the UK. 

The funds will be used for 
survey and clearance work in 
Xieng Khuang province over 
a period of 21 months. There 
is also an extensive Mine Risk 
Education element which will 
target school age children in 
particular.

Mr Phoukhieo Chanthasomboune (right) and Mr Simon Rea shake hands after signing an MoU on UXO 
clearance in Xieng Khuang province.

US, UK govts back 

UXO clearance  

Times Reporters 

The Swiss Laos Hospital 
Project and the Mother and 
Newborn Hospital yesterday 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) on the 
improvement of maternal and 
child health.

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  w a s 
signed by the President of 
the Swiss project, Dr Urs 
Lauper, and hospital Director 
General, Associate Professor 
Dr Bouavanh Saensathit, 
witnessed by officials from 
the Ministry of Health and 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

The three-year programme 
will run from the date of 
approval until December 31, 
2018, at a cost of US$847,000 
(more than 6.8 billion kip).

It will focus on improving 
perinatal care and gynaeco 
obstetric surgery; support the 
upgrade of standards at the 
new Mother and Newborn 
Hosp i t a l  in  Nongphaya 

village; collaborate with the 
Humanitarian Association 
Hospital Marguerite-Marie; 
p rov ide  newborn  home 
delivery kits; prevent vertical 
HIV transmission to children 
of HIV positive mothers; 
bolster the neonatal network; 
support the work of family 
doctors in Kham, Khoun and 
Nonghet districts in Xieng 
Khuang province; provide 
oxygen concentrators; and 
foster the partnership between 
the Kantonspital Winterthur 
and Xieng Khuang provincial 
Hospital.

Dr Lauper said the Swiss 
Laos Hospital Project was 
responsible for providing 
the following management 
support by carrying out project 
activities under the MOU. 

T h e s e  i n c l u d e  t h e 
recruitment and management 
o f  s t a f f ;  c o o r d i n a t i o n 
with partners of the Lao 
government; management of 
project activities; organisation 

of training and workshops; 
monitoring project activities 
and financial management of 
the project and reporting to 
the Ministry of Health and 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r 
Dr Bouavanh said Swiss 
assistance would directly 
improve maternal and child 
health in line with Millennium 
Development Goals 5 and 4.

According to the 2012 
Lao Social Indicator Survey, 
the death rate of birthing 
mothers is 357 out of every 
100,000 births. The death rate 
of children under one year is 68 
out of every 1,000 live births, 
and for children under five it 
is 79 out of every 1,000 live 
births. This is high compared 
to other countries in the region.

Dr Bouavanh said that since 
the Swiss project began in 
2000, many aspects of mother 
and child health had improved 
throughout the country, in 
particular the use of ultrasound.

Swiss project gives boost to 
mother and child health 

Dr Urs Lauper (left) shakes hands with Associate Professor Dr Bouavanh Saensathit after signing the 
project agreement.


