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Xayxana Leukai 

The Swiss-Laos Hospital Project 
will carry on improving maternal 
and child health in the country for 
as long as possible.

President of the project, Dr 
Urs Lauper, said this week that 
since the project began in 2000, 
many Lao women and children 
have benefited by medical 
equipment contributed by the 
Swiss project through provincial 
and district hospitals nationwide. 

“Throughout 14 years of the 
project, in addition to providing 
equipment, the project has also 
offered training, renovations, 
construction and buildings for 
different hospitals in Laos,” he 
said.

Every year, equipment 
worth more than US$1 million, 
such as ultrasound machines, 
incubators, infant warmers, 
bilirubin lamps, plus laboratory 
equipment and facilities for 
hygiene have been provided to 
hospitals throughout the country. 

In addition, the project spends 
about US$40,000 each year to 
support the Prevention Mother 
to Child Transmission from HIV 
programme and other initiatives 
targeting sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

The project also assists the 
prevention of deadly umbilical 
cord infections such as newborn 
tetanus by providing delivery 
kits for poor families in villages 
far away from hospital. One 

kit consists of sterile gloves, 
sterile knife and blue triple dye 
with the project spending about 
US$100,000 each year providing 
the free kits.

Dr Lauper said that the 
project would continue to 
improve maternal and child 
health, as way to support the 
Ministry of Health’s target 
on reducing the death rate of 
mothers and children. 

According to the Lao Social 
Indicator Survey, the death rate 
of birthing mothers is 357 out of 
every 100,000 births. The death 
rate of children under one year 
of age is 68 out of every 1,000 
live births, and for children under 
¿YH�LW� LV����RXW�RI�HYHU\�������
live births.

The Swiss-Lao Hospital 
Project is an initiative by Swiss 
doctors, midwives, nurses and 
association members who have 
lobbied for an improvement in 
the medical care available to 
mothers and children in Laos 
since 2000. 

Swiss to carry on improving 
maternal and child health 

Dr Urs Lauper.

Times Reporters 

The Champassak district 
JRYHUQRU�LV�UHOXFWDQW�WR�FRQ¿UP�
that the recent death of a two-
year-old girl and the injury 
of her mother by the Mekong 
River in Champassak province 
was the result of a crocodile 
attack.

An administration office 
KDV� LVVXHG� DQ� RI¿FLDO� QRWLFH�
that a crocodile was to blame 
for the event in Huayngeun 
village, Champassak district.

But the Champassak district 
Governor,  Mr Nouchanh 
Chanhthapong said he could 
QRW�FRQ¿UP�WKH�LQFLGHQW��

“It is unclear if it was a 
crocodile that attacked the 
mother and her daughter. The 
SROLFH�DQG�FRQFHUQHG�RI¿FLDOV�
have patrolled the area since the 
sixth of this month. No one has 
seen any crocodiles,” he said.

He said if crocodiles were 
hungry they would appear, but 
QR�RI¿FLDOV�KDG�VHHQ�DQ\�DORQJ�
the Mekong River.

The rumoured a t tack 
has made people fearful – 
especially those who make 
their living on the river. 

Mr Nouchanh said people 

should not be too concerned 
but should not be careless 
either. 

The official notice was 
based on interviews with local 
people who said a crocodile 
attacked the mother and her 
daughter.

The mother herself, Ms 
Souchai Saiyasarn, was not 
DEOH� WR� FRQ¿UP� WKDW� LW�ZDV� D�
crocodile that attacked her. 

After the incident, Ms 
Souchai  was taken to  a 
provincial  hospital .  Her 
daughter, who broke her head 
and jaw, died at the scene.  

A doctor from Champassak 
Hospital ,  Mr Bounkhom 
Soulin, said it was hard for 
them to conclude whether Ms 
Soudchai was hit by a crocodile 
or not.

“There is no bite mark 
on her body, only a small cut 
similar to a cut from a knife 
near her right eye, so we can’t 
FRQ¿UP��

Her injury was not that 
serious and mostly external,” 
Mr Bounkhom said.    

Local people and the 
authorities were convinced 
the two victims were struck by 
the crocodile’s tail. 

But crocodile experts are 
skeptical. An expert from the 
Lao Zoo, Mr Sackpaserth 
Sisounon, said it was unusual 
for a crocodile to use its tail to 
attack prey.  

“Crocodiles will attack 
prey with their mouths very 
strongly before dragging them 
away or eating them,” he said, 
adding that crocodiles used 
their tails for propulsion not 
attacking. 

He said there were no wild 
crocodiles in the Mekong 
River, unless they escaped 
from elsewhere or people had 
raised them at their farms or 
at home. 

“These days, it is quite 
common for people to raise 
crocodiles at home because 
they aim to make money, like 
Thai people do. Some of these 
animals and their eggs come 
from Thailand and Thai people 
breed them successfully,” he 
said.  

He said Lao people wanted 
to follow the example of Thai 
breeders but they lacked 
knowledge on how to look after 
crocodiles, which might mean 
crocodiles could escape farms 
and move into the Mekong.

District governor reluctant to 
FRQ¿UP�FURFRGLOH�DWWDFN�

This is the area where local people claim they saw the crocodile.                                    --Photo  Soulin    

of an education committee 
of a village group in Paklai 
district’s capital town.

Throughout his career he 
VHUYHG�LQ�WKH�¿QDQFH�VHFWRU�LQ�
Xayaboury province, as the 
Governor of Paklai district, 
as member of the standing 
committee of Xayaboury 
province’s Party organisation, 
as a member of the leading 
central committee on rural 
development  and as  the 
Governor of Borikhamxay 
province. 

D r  T h o n g b a n h  w a s 
appointed Minister of Public 
Security in 2005 and elected as 
a member of the Party Central 
Committee's Secretariat at the 
Eighth Party Congress held 
in 2006.

Politburo member, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Mr Thongloun 
Sisoul i th  and  Pol i tburo 
member and Head of the Party 
Central Committee’s Office 
Dr Bounpone Bouttanavong 
OHG�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�WKH�SXEOLF�LQ�
paying homage to Mr Soukanh 
Mahalath.

Mr Soukanh was born in 
June 1954 into a family of 
IDUPHUV� LQ�.DHQJNRN� YLOODJH�
of  Champhone  d i s t r i c t , 

Savannakhet province.
He joined the revolutionary 

movement in Champhone 
province, which was one of 
two provinces that merged and 
are now known as Savannakhet 
province.

He made his career in the 
Party and government through 
various roles in agriculture 
management, government 
inspection and provincial 
administration. He served as 
Governor of the Bank of the 
Lao PDR, Minister of Finance, 
*RYHUQRU� RI�;LHQJ�.KXDQJ�
province, Secretary of the 
Champassak Party Commitee 
and finally the Mayor of 
Vientiane.

Politburo Member and 
Depu ty  P r ime  Min i s t e r 
Somsavat Lengsavad led 
3DUW\�DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�
and members of the public 
in mourning Mr Cheuang 
Sombounkhanh.

The cremation ceremony 
took place a t  Tanmixay 
temple in Xaythany district of 
Vientiane.

Mr Cheuang was born 
on March 5, 1955 in Saman 
village of Phonthong district, 
Champassak province, where 
his family worked as farmers. 

He began revolutionary 
activities at a young age. As 
a secondary school student, 
Mr Cheuang dis t r ibuted 
propaganda advocating for an 
uprising in the district. 

He was a translator for Lao 
leaders at a Soviet Communist 
Party political science school, 
before working as a teacher 
at Thangon political theory 
school. 

Through his career he 
has worked as  secretary 
to various leaders, for the 
Party Central Committee 
Office, in theory research, 
as  secretary of President 
.D\VRQH� 3KRPYLKDQH�� DV�
Head of the Prime Minister’s 
Office, as Governor of the 
Bank of the Lao PDR and 
as Minister and Head of the 
Government Secretariat. 

The Eighth Party Congress 
elected him as Member of the 
Party Central Committee's 
Secretariat and Head of the 
Party Central Committee's 
Propaganda and Training 
Board.

Cremations for the other 
crash victims were held at 
.HRSD�WHPSOH�LQ�6LNKRWWDERQJ�
district, Vientiane on the same 
day.

Plane crash victims... FROM PAGE 1
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Souksakhone Vaenkeo 

P o o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f 
environment-related regulations 
has enabled businesses to release 
untreated waste water into the 
Song River, a popular tourist 
spot in the well-known tourist 
district of Vangvieng, Vientiane 
province, an official has 
admitted.

Several hotels, guesthouses 
and entertainment venues have 
been seen releasing waste 
water directly into the river 
without any of the treatment 
required by the regulations.

Head  of  the  Natura l 
Resource and Environment 
Office in the district, Mr 
Mixay Phantavong, said Laos 
has regulations in place that 
demand businesses treat waste 
water before releasing it.

“The hotels, guesthouses 
and entertainment venues are 
required to treat water before 
releasing it but the enforcement 
remains lax,” he admitted, 
referring to the case of Song 

River.
Many visitors have made 

critical comments about the 
inaction that allowed the 
release of waste water into 
the river which has resulted 
in the river becoming smelly, 
especially further downstream.

Mr Mixay pledged that his 
RI¿FH�ZRXOG�SXVK� IRU� VWULFWHU�
enforcement of the regulations 
to prevent further releases 
of waste water into the river, 
HYHQ�WKRXJK�KLV�RI¿FLDOV�KDYH�
warned the businesses from 
time to time about their action 
that breaches the regulations.

+HDG�RI�WKH�7RXULVP�2I¿FH�
in Vangvieng district, Mr 
Phouvieng Sikaysone, said 
KLV�RI¿FH�LV�ZHOO�DZDUH�RI�WKH�
problem. 

+H� VDLG� KLV� RI¿FLDOV� KDYH�
raised the issue for discussion 
with the Natural Resources and 
(QYLURQPHQW�2I¿FH�WR�VHHN�D�
solution.

Song River runs along the 
foothills and is well-known for 
providing domestic and foreign 

tourists with water activities 
such as tubing and kayaking, 
while admiring the stunning 
views of the mountains.

Pollution on the Song River 
remains a problem despite the 
fact that the authorities recently 
completed their mission to 
reform Vangvieng after the 
popular tourist destination was 
reported to be engaged in a 
number of undesirable activities.

These included drug use 
among visitors, entertainment 
venues  o ff e r i ng  d r inks 
mixed with hallucinogenic 
mushrooms that resulted in the 
need for many tourists to visit 
hospitals for treatment, and 
XQVDIH�À\LQJ�IR[�VZLQJV�

Vangvieng has made a 
great contribution in attracting 
foreign visitors to Laos. In 
2013, the district attracted 
more than 130,000 visitors 
to admire its natural charms. 
This year the district expects 
the number to reach more than 
���������DFFRUGLQJ�WR�RI¿FLDO�
data.  

Poor regulation enforcement 
damages tourist attraction   
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